Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.049; wR factor = 0.126; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.2.
In the title compound, C 17 H 14 O 2 , the indan-1-one system is almost planar (r.m.s. deviation = 0.007 Å ) and the benzene ring is twisted out of its plane by 8.15 (6) . The conformation about the C C double bond [1.348 (2) Å ] is E. Helical supramolecular chains along [010] feature in the crystal packing; these are sustained by C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds andinteractions between translationally related indan-1one systems [centroid-centroid distance = 3.7970 (10) Å ].
Related literature
For related cyclic ketone structures, see: ; Asiri, Al-Youbi et al. (2011) . Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Experimental
Symmetry code: (i) Àx þ 1; y À 1 2 ; Àz þ 1 2 .
Data collection: CrysAlis PRO (Agilent, 2011); cell refinement: CrysAlis PRO; data reduction: CrysAlis PRO; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: X-SEED (Barbour, 2001) and DIAMOND (Brandenburg, 2006) ; software used to prepare material for publication: publCIF (Westrip, 2010) .
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Tiekink Comment
The title compound, 2-(4-methoxybenzylidene)indan-1-one (I), was investigated in connection with recent structure determinations of related cyclic ketone derivatives Asiri, Al-Youbi et al., 2011) .
The nine non-hydrogen atoms of the inden-1-one system in (I), Fig. 1 , are co-planar with a r.m.s. deviation = 0.007 Å.
The dihedral angle between the inden-1-one system and benzene ring is 8.15 (6)°, and the methoxy substituent is coplanar with the benzene ring to which it is connected [the C17-O2-C14-C13 torsion angle = -0.6 (2)°]. The configuration about the C9═C10 double bond [1.348 (2) Å] is E.
In the crystal packing, molecules aggregate along the 2 1 axis via C-H···O, Table 1 , and π(C1,C2,C7-C9)···π(C2-C7) i interactions between symmetry related rings of the inden-1-one system [centroid···centroid distance = 3.7970 (10) °, angle between rings = 0.51 (8)° for i: x, -1 + y, z]. There are no specific interactions between the supramolecular chains, Fig. 3 .
Experimental
A solution of the p-anisaldehyde (1.36 g, 0.01 mol) in ethanol (20 ml) was added to a stirred solution of 1-indanone (1.3 g,0.01 mol) in ethanolic KOH (20%, 20 ml), and stirring was maintained at room temperature for 6 h. The reaction mixture was then poured onto water (200 ml) and set aside overnight. The precipitated solid product was collected by filtration, washed with water, dried and recrystallized from its ethanol solution as light-brown plates, M.pt.: 491-493 K.
Refinement
Carbon-bound H-atoms were placed in calculated positions [C-H = 0.95 to 0.99 Å, U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C)] and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation. Two reflections, i.e. (1 0 2) and (0 0 14), were omitted owing to poor agreement.
Computing details
Data collection: CrysAlis PRO (Agilent, 2011) ; cell refinement: CrysAlis PRO (Agilent, 2011) ; data reduction: CrysAlis PRO (Agilent, 2011) ; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: X-SEED (Barbour, 2001) and DIAMOND (Brandenburg, 2006) ; software used to prepare material for publication: publCIF (Westrip, 2010) . supplementary materials sup-2 Acta Cryst. (2012) . E68, o815
Figure 1
The molecular structure of (I) showing displacement ellipsoids at the 70% probability level. (7) −0.0017 (7) 0.0029 (6) 0.0007 (7) C11 0.0192 (8) 0.0166 (8) 0.0192 (7) 0.0008 (7) 0.0032 (6) 0.0028 (7) C12 0.0224 (8) 0.0188 (8) 0.0169 (7) −0.0004 (7) 0.0019 (6) −0.0008 (7) C13 0.0189 (8) 0.0214 (9) 0.0203 (8) 0.0028 (7) 0.0051 (6) 0.0013 (7) C14 0.0168 (8) 0.0196 (8) 0.0202 (8) 0.0003 (7) 0.0008 (6) 0.0034 (7) C15 0.0237 (8) 0.0222 (9) 0.0160 (7) 0.0029 (7) 0.0014 (6) −0.0005 (7) C16 0.0193 (8) 0.0215 (9) 0.0187 (8) 0.0031 (7) 0.0046 (6) 0.0013 (7) C17 0.0149 (8) 0.0292 (10) 0.0285 (9) 0.0025 (7) 0.0022 (6 (14) 
